Mira Costa High School

701 South Peck Avenue » Manhattan Beach, CA 90266-7196
(310} 318-7337 » Fax (310) 303-3814

February 27, 20006
Dear Parent;

[ write to provide you with important information regarding program options for students
with special needs. Mira Costa High School has produced the attached comprehensive
guide outlining its program options for students with disabilitics, The guide includes
program descriptions, explains support structures and describes accommodations and
modifications. This information is designed to help you, your child and his or her
individualized education program (“IEP”) team make appropriate educational decisions.

We recommend that you carefully review this guide as it contains important information
regarding how course selection may affect both graduation from high school and post
graduation plans. In addition, a description of the differences between modifications and
accommodations is weluded. For example, it explains how certain adaptations that
fundamentally alter the coursework or tests may affect the type of credit that a student
receives. Inturn, the type of credit received may affect the student’s ability to graduate
or enter a four-yedr college.

However, it s important to remember that educational decisions regarding students with
disabilities generally are made by thew IEP teams in meetings where plans for their
futures are discussed in detail and decisions regarding appropriate placement are made
based on their wmque needs. Graduation 1s discussed during IEP mectings and the team
determines whether or not a student is diploma-bound based on the courses the 7P team
determines 10 be appropriate.

I you have any questions regarding this placenient or program options for your child, 1
imvite you o schedule a meeting with vour child’s Educational Advisor, Case Canrier, or
Ellyn Schneider. Director of Special FEducation for the Manhattan Beach Unified Scheol
Distnet.

Singerely,

9”2(: A i rines
M)’L?C/L

Julie Rwsmger

Principal
Mara Costa Theh

A Nattonal Blue Ribbon Sschool o« A Calitornia Distimyuished School




MANHATTAN BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Mira Costa High School

1.  Program Options for Students Who Need Specialized Instruction.

The following program options at Mira Costa High School provide direct, explicit
instructien to students in core curriculum areas. These programs are designed to meet the
continuum of needs of all students and are available to students with disabilities for
whom special day classes arc not appropriate. All students have access to programs that
allow them to earn a high school graduation diploma, Courses that students choose may
be selected from different programs. These courses and programs are also described in
the Course Description Handbook, which is located on the Mira Costa High School
website at mchs2.manhattan k12.ca.us. Choose “registration 2005-2006" and then click
on Course Description Handbook,

General Education College Preparatory Program

Within each subject content field, core and elective courses are availabie that meet high
school graduation requirements and the ¢-g University of California (UC) approved high
school courses for college admission. These courses cover all the California State
Content Standards and include advanced level honor and advanced placement courses.
Due to the structured support available, many students with special needs are enrolled in
college preparatory courses. The following is a list of General Education College
Preparatory Program classes:

Grade Course

9 English 1-2 CP

10 Iinglish 3-4 CP

10 English 3-4 H

! English 5-6 CP

M English 5-6H

12 Fuglish 7-8 CP

12 English 7-8 AP

910 Algebra AB

9710 Algebra CD

910 Algebra 1.2 CP

9-12 Geontetry 1-2 CP
9y Farth Science 1-2 CP
Y Biologw [-2 (P

11 Waorld History 1-2 0P

i AP Luropean History
I LIS Thistory 122 CP
I AP LS History

1.7

2 Founomies H
12 Ciovermment H




Creneral Education Non-College Prepuratory Graduation Program

For students who have determined that they will not enroll in a four-year college directly
from high school, several core courses are available that fulfill high school graduation
requirements. These courscs meet state standards, but cover only the Essential Content
Standards developed under the directton of the Association of California School
Administrators (ACSA); in the absence of the development of Essential Standards
developed by ACSA, essential standards are developed and/or selected by the course
instructor. Please sce the discussion of cssenual standards that follows this scetion. The
courses provide opportunity for students to work at a slower pace and receive more time
for practice. The relevance of the materials covered s emphasized. These classes tend to
be smaller in size than gencral educanion college preparatory programs. The following is
a hist of General Education Non-College Preparatory Program classes:

Grade Course

10 Enghsh 3-4

11 English 3-6

12 Lnglish 7-8 ,
9/10 Pre-Algebra, Course 2
0-12 Applhied Geometry

10 World History 1-2

11 U.S. History 1-2

12 L:conontics

12 Government

9/10 Biology

Fssential Standards

A content standard deseribes what a student is expected to know and be able to do at the
conclusion of the course. Taken as whole, content standards delineate a broad range of
expectations for the course. Essential standards are those content standards that are
critical to the understanding of the course. Essential standards have been identified at the
State level in core English, math, and science courses. Essennal standards in English and
math focus on the elements of the curriculum that will help a student prepare for the
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEL), The State subject content committee for
social studies has determuned that addressing all standards is essential, but varying the
depth of coverage is possible.

An IEP team may decide that for a particular student with special needs it is appropriate
for the student to be assessed on only the essential standards of a course, although the
student will continue to be exposed to work on all the standards. The essential standards
option ts available tn the core graduation requirgment subjects of English, social studies,
first-year algebra, earth scicnce, and biology.

b




When an [EP team decides that a student with special needs will be assessed on only the
essential standards in a course, the course will still fulfill graduation requirements. The
course will not, however, receive college preparatory status. Because all the standards
were not both taught and assessed 1n the course, the student will neither be prepared, nor
eligible, for a subsequent college preparatory course for which the course assessed on
essential standards is a prerequisite.

General Education Teamed Courses

Mira Costa is piloting a program, which can be accessed by both general and special
education students in the general education setting. At times, all students are in the
general education classroom receiving instruction from the content specialist, i.c.. the
general education teacher. At other times, each teacher works with small groups or
individuals that may or may not have special needs. Currently, Mira Costa olfers one
College Preparatory class that is co-taught by a general education and special education
teacher. The teachers collaborate in planning and teaching so that students reap the
benefits of multiple teaching strategies activities. The following course is a General
Education Teamed class:

Grade Course
910 Earth Space Science CP
Resource Specialist Program

For the 2004-2005 school year, Mira Costa added a traditional 9th grade resource
specialist program Lnglish course for students with disabilities. While the course
curriculum covers the Fssential Content Standards for 9 grade Fnglish, the special
cducator who tcaches the course is also focusing on specific student needs in the areas of
reading and writing as deternuined by his or her Individual Education Program (1EP).
The following is a Resource Specialist Program class;

Grade Course

9 RSP English 1-2

The attached chart further supports and explains these program options. {Sce Exhibit A.
Continuum of Program Offerings.) Discussed in Scetion 3 below are the nunicrous
support structures avatlable to students who need specralized mstruction o suceved in the
above-described courses and‘or the additional program options deseribed iy Section 3.

I, Guidance for Teachers, Parents and [FEP Team Members Outlining Common
Disability-Retated Accommodations and/or Modifications to Tests and or
Courses, and Their Effect on Graduation Requirements,

Accommiedations und nodiications refer to changes by several areas. These arcas mav
in¢ lude teachme struteyies and methods. student assignments, curriculem. and assessment

methods, tme, and setting. A Change may be either an accommodation or 4 modificaton.




depending upon whether or not it fundamentally alters what is being taught or assessed.
(Changes 1o tests and/or coursework that do not fundamentally alter the tests andfor course
will not independently cause the denial of a high school diplomut or graduation credit.

Aeccommodations

An accommodation does not fundamentally change what 1s being taught or assessed.
Because of this, the student will earn graduation and/or college preparatory credit, despite
the use of the accommodation. The following are examples of conmimen
accommodations':

o asmall group setting for instruction

¢ adifferent method of instruction that does not alter the essential standard
being taught

o adifferent setting [or an assessment

e adifferent method of assessment that docs not alter the essential standard
being assessed.

» instruction with special scaffolding

* access to teacher/student notes to supplement the own student’s notes

¢ using a computer, with assistive tools but spcll check is disabled, instead
of hand writing an essay

e cxfra time on exams where speed of work is not part ol an essential
standard

s being assessed on essential standards only

Modifications

A modification fundamentally changes what is being taught or assessed. For this reason,
a student who recerves a modification on a test or in a course will not camn graduation or
college preparatory credit for that course. The following changes are examples of
common modifications:

s achange in the course curriculum which omits one or more essential
standards

e A change in assessment to omit one or more essential standards from the
COUrse assessment.

» omitting one or mote essential standards from the course assessment

* using a calculator on an assessment that measures caleulation skills

¢ having a comprehension reading passage read aloud by a second party

Cuidelines Related 1o Accommodations and Modifications

| : . : e .
We note that whether a change 1s considered amaccommodation or a modification depends upon what is

being taught andror assessed. Theretore, under certain circumstances (i e., whers the change fundamentally
alters what 1s being taught andror assessed). the changes fisted here may be considered a modification.




In some cases, determining whether a change is an accommodation or a modification is
not difficult. In other cases, the detenmination requires more consideration and
discussion. The guidelines for California Statewide Assessments provide helpful
examples. (See Exhibit B, “Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and
Medifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments,”)

At least one member of each [EP tcam will be knowledgeable regarding whether a
proposed change constitutes an accommeodation or a modification. In the event that the
[EP tcan 1s not certain whether a proposed change 1s an accommiodation or a
modification, a member of the [EP teams will contact the District’s Director of Special
Education to resolve the issue.

[nstruction and assessment on essential standards only 1s not a modification. I it is
determined that, with coursework or test accommeodations as indicated in the 1EP, a
student cannot satisfy course or test reqiuirements on essential standards, and therefore
modifications are necessary, the IEP team will clearly inform the parents that the student
will be ineligible for graduation credit for that course or test and this determination will
be clearly documented in the student’s IEP. In these situations, parents will be given the
option to reconvenc un IEP team meeting fo review potential alternatives to the proposed
modifications. It is the JEP tcam’s responsibility to decide when a student is not diploma-
bound because the curriculum and assessment will be modified. The IEP team will
consider all appropriate accommodations and/or modifications necessary to assist
students master course content and help ensure that their knowledge and skills are
appropriately assessed.

3. Range of Program Options for Students with Disabilities.
Program Options

Mira Costa High School makes a wide range of program options available to students
wilh disabihines. In uddition (o the options discussed n section L. the following options
are aviuilable to students with disabilities. Specific course descriptions are provided in the
Course Description Handbook, located on the Mira Costa High School website.

Speciad Edacaicon Diploma Program

Special education teachers teach Spectal Day Classes m specific core subjects, These
courses are aligned to the District general education courses, focus on essential standards,
and use mstructional strategies that are adapted to meet the needs ot students with [EPs.
These courses meet high school graduation requirements but are not designed for g
student {o zo directiy (o a four-vear college, Class size varies from vear-to-vear, hat the
veneral average 1s ereht stwdents, Bach elass Bas a special education teacher and an

mstructional aide.




Special Education Cortificate of Completion Program (non-diploma hound)

These courses are designed for the student with special nceds whose [EP states that the
student ts non-diplonia bound. The curriculum follows a developmental continuum of
fundamental skills exposing students to academic and vocational skills, Linkage to
advanced training, education, and employment-training opportunities after high school
are explored.

Non-Public Schools
[n the event that the avaitable in-house program options are not appropriate to meet the
unique needs of particular students, the 1EP teams may places those students in

appropriate certified non-public sehools,

Support Structures

Suppeort structures are implemented to enable students with disabilities to participate in
the District’s programs. IEP teams discuss the appropriate least restrictive environment
for placement in individual courses, being mindful of the student’s strengths and needs.
Regular contact between case carmer and parents 1s key to student sucoeess.

Resource Speciulist Support

Mira Costa High School has designed and implemented a Learniag Center model that
supports the ideal that all students can succeed in the least restrictive environment of the
general education environment given appropriate support and guidance, Students access
this support in several ways. The Learning Center resource specialist teacher provides
collaborative support to the zeneral education teacher in the area ol specialized teaching
and learming strategies. These strategies enable general education teachers to help
students with special needs access the curriculum. Resource support also includes
instructional assistants who arc tramied by the resource teachers, and who work in both
the Learning Center and the general education classrooms.

All ninth grader students in the resource program have an elective period in the Learning
Center. Most of these students continue n this elective through their senior year based on
the decision of the [EP team. Typically, time in the Learning Center for a student consists
of work on learning strategies and organizational skills, one-on-one direct instruction in
core content areas, access to compulter technology. small group tutorials, assistance with
homework, study sessions, and quict study areas. The Learning Center provides students
with access (o class notes, extra time on tests, and support with homework assignments.

Inelusion Specicdist Support

A spectal education teacher serves as an welusion specialist on campus to support
rdentified students i meeting their IRP goals and the subject content standards of general
cducation classes. Az needed, the mclusion specialist teaches individual and small groups
for several periods during the day. For the balance of the day, this specialist supports
teachers in identitying appropriate metheds of instruction based on student needs, closely




monitors student progress, and trains the instructional assistants who work in the general
education classrooms.

Reading Remediation

The acquisition of reading skills is a component of the support structure for many
students in high school. A special education teacher provides instruction in decoding,
fluency, and comprehension. Currently, the primary reading programs used for
instruction are Wilson Reading System, SRA Corrective Reading and Corrective Spelling,
Read Natyrally, and Language! Elective credit is available for successful completion of a
semester course.

After-School Remediution

Resource teachers are available in the Learning Center after school two davs per week to
work one-to-one with students. This tutoring may take the form of dircet instruction in
writing skills, reinforcement of concepts presented in general education content courses,
and organization and completion of homework assignments.

Tutoring is also available in the general education setting. Peer tutoring and tutoring labs
provided by teachers occurs four days per week after school in the library.

County Partnerships

The Mira Costa campus is the location for two county support programs. The first is the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program, and the second is the Special Day Class/Emotionally
Disturbed Program.

El Camino Transition

Some students complete therr high school diploma through the District transition
program. This program is an option for students who need a {ifth year o complete
several courses required for graduation. An IEP meeting is held i the spung of the
student’s sentor year o review (he graduation status of the student and the Lumilyv's post
high schoo! goals.

Nou-Public Agencies undor Consultants
In the event that stafl andror resources are not available andor qualified w provide
necessary and appropriate services to students with disabilives, the TEP wans niay
rccommentd that such services be provided through certified non-public aycocies and or

consultanis.
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